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It is hard to believe that summer has come 
around so soon. Summer is a time when people 
sometimes unconsciously take a vacation from 
the Lord. Traveling is a great way to see our state, 
nation and world, but there are few places on the 
face of the Earth where there is not a Catholic 
Church, and it can be interesting to attend Mass in 
another language and culture. Since the structure 
of the liturgy and the Eucharist remain the same no 
matter where you go, you never have to worry about 
what to do and when, and many vacation spots 
have beautiful Catholic churches and pilgrimage 
sites. Masstimes.org and CatholicDirectory.com are 

just a couple of the many ways to find the church nearest to your destination, so 
don't take a vacation from the Lord.
 Recently the Pew Research Center's Religious Landscape Study was released 
and  pretty much told us what we already knew, that religion in our country is on the 
decline and more and more people are identifying themselves as Atheists, non-
believers or "unaffiliated." Even the Catholic population, which for years escaped 
the decline because of an increasing Latino population, is down three percent over 
the last seven years. What does this mean to us here at Christ the King? Well, it 
means that more than ever we have to step out, to take the risk of being disciples 
and helping people to know Jesus. But we can't do that if we don't really know Him 
all that well ourselves. While that may sound strange, we Catholics tend to shy 
away from words like "personal relationship," or "discipleship" or "evangelization," 
as they bring to mind people coming door-to-door or standing on the street corner. 
Take a look at Carla Hinton's article on page 18 for recent coverage of the Pew 
study from a local perspective.
 All of us by virtue of baptism are called to be disciples and spread the news of 
Jesus, but we do this as much by how we live as by what we say. We as a parish 
will be looking at what we do and making sure that everything that happens at 
Christ the King helps all of us to know Jesus better. To that end, you will notice 
that we've made a couple of changes at the parish office. You can read about 
these changes beginning on page 8. We have many ways at Christ the King to 
come to a more intimate knowledge of God. Eucharistic Adoration on Mondays is 
a great way to spend time with the Lord and let Him speak to us. If you are like me 
and have a short attention span, then take just a few minutes. I can promise you 
that even five minutes with the Lord in the quiet Church can make a difference in 
your life. Confession is another place we encounter Jesus and feel his love as we 
are forgiven. In the Eucharist we receive his Body and Blood, a living miracle each 
and every time. The list goes on and on, but the point is that we can't spread what 
we don't have, and it takes time to invest in a relationship with Jesus.
 This summer we are introducing Totus Tuus, which is Latin for "all yours," to our 
youth. Totus Tuus is a team of young adults that come into the parish and help 
our young from first grade through high school experience their faith in a new 
and different way, incorporating the core practices of daily Mass, Confession and 
Eucharistic Adoration along with other activities. It has been tremendously well-
received in other parishes and we're excited to bring it to you June 29-July 3. I 
know a lot of people are out of town then, but I hope those of you who are in town 
will take advantage of the opportunity for your children. More details are on page 
4.
 This is an exciting and challenging time to be a Catholic Christian, but it's up 
to us to keep the faith strong and alive for the coming generations just as our 
ancestors and the disciples and saints have done for centuries. May God bless 
you all, and have a safe and fruitful summer.CK Magazine is a publication of Christ the King Catholic Church 

in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. It is edited by Kelly Fanning, 
printed locally and provided free of charge to all parishioners.
No commercial advertising is accepted.
Christ the King Catholic Church is part of the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City and is located at 8005 Dorset Dr. in Nichols Hills.
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On the cover: Members of the 2015 class of altar servers who 
remained active in the altar server ministry through high school 
and were able to attend a dinner at the rectory in their honor.
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Newly Initiated into the Faith
Congratulations to the following who made their First Holy Communion on May 9, 
2015 during the 5pm vigil Mass. The Mass was streamed, and you may watch the 
video on the parish website (www.ckokc.org) or YouTube channel (/ctkcatholic).

The Ignatian Retreat in Daily Life (RIDL) is based on the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola. The Exercises were done over the course of 30 days 

in a retreat house or monastery setting. This evolved into a 30-week retreat for 
those who could not manage 30 days away from home. Each year, people all over 
the world make this spiritual journey. RIDL in Oklahoma City begins in the fall but 
there is a period of preparation beginning usually in July. If you would like to find 
out whether RIDL is a good fit for you at this point in your spiritual journey, take a 
Tuesday morning on one of the dates above and experience it first-hand. If taking 
time out of the workday isn't feasible, you can learn more by contacting Nancy 
Vargas at (405) 760-4640 or navargas54@gmail.com.

Father's Day is June 21

Please bring donations of:
New Underwear

(for men, women and children)
Slips/Camisoles
Long Underwear

Socks
Men's T-Shirts
Bras (all sizes)

Summertime Ignatian Spiritual Exercises Short Course
This course in Ignatian practice is for anyone in the Archdiocese who wants a 

"taste" of Ignatian Spirituality or a deepening of the Ignatian experience.

TUESDAYS, 11am-12:30pm on June 23 & 30 and July 7 & 14
Come to 1, 2, 3 or all 4 classes.

Register at canonjoplin@stpaulsokc.org. 
Include your name, email address, and 

cell and home phone numbers. The time to pray is 
NOWYou may also register by mail by sending 

the information above to:
Brian Speers, St. Paul's Cathedral

127 NW 7th, OKC, OK 73102
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Christ the King is excited to launch 
Totus Tuus this summer. Totus 

Tuus, Latin for "totally thine," was Pope 
St. John Paul II's apostolic motto and 
is a Catholic youth program dedicated 
to sharing the Gospel and promoting 
the Catholic faith through catechesis, 
evangelization, Christian witness, and 
Eucharistic worship. The goal of Totus 
Tuus is to help young people grow in 
the understanding of, and strengthen 
their faith in, Jesus Christ.
 Our Youth Director, Antonio Guzman, 
has worked hard to arrange for a team 
of Totus Tuus missionaries to be at 
Christ the King from June 29-July 3. 
One of the more daunting aspects of 
preparing for the team's arrival was 
finding families to host the missionaries. 
But God smiled on Antonio in the form 
of a single family who has volunteered 
to host all four of the missionaries. We 
couldn't be more grateful to Alyssa 
and Jim Farrell for their generosity and 
enthusiasm.
 Students in 1st-6th grade will meet 
from 9am until 3pm, and junior high and 
high school students meet from 7:30pm 
until 9:45pm. All participants must bring 
a sack lunch. The cost is only $35/
student. Learn more and register your 
child at http://www.ckokc.org/totus-tuus 
or scan the QR code below.

Youth Group Fundraiser
Our Youth Group is selling Tiny Saints 
to raise funds for their trip to World 
Youth Day 2016 in Kraków, Poland.
 Tiny Saints are cute charms that 
can be put on your key chain, your 
backpack or purse, a jacket's zipper 
pull, tennis shoes or anywhere you can 
put a charm.
 The Tiny Saints are only $5 each. 
Talk to Antonio in the Youth Office to 
learn more about the planned trip to 
World Youth Day and to purchase your 
Tiny Saints.

Available Saints
Saint Benedict

Saint Brigid of Ireland
Saint Cecilia
Pope Francis

Saint Francis of Assisi
Saint Ignatius of Loyola

Saint Joan of Arc
Saint John Paul II

Saint Joseph 
Mary, Blessed Mother

Saint Nicholas
Saint Padre Pio

Saint Patrick
Saint Peregrine

Saint Rose of Lima
Saint Sebastian

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
Saint Theresa of Lisieux

Summer Blood Drive
Monday, July 13, 2015
2-7pm in the Mayfield Foyer

All healthy parishioners who are at 
least 17 years of age are encouraged 
to donate blood. Watch your Sunday 
bulletin for sign-up dates, and be sure 
to bring your photo ID when you donate.

The monks of St. Gregory's Abbey and 
the faculty, staff and students of St. 
Gregory's University thank the many 
generous parishioners of Christ the 
King who contributed $1,978 to the 
SGU Catholic Scholarship Fund. May 
God bless you all!

Gratitude from SGU
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When Blind Eyes See
     by J. Tate from the Oklahoma County Jail

Sometimes I feel as if I am dying inside…
Powerless over my situation; 
realizing so many things I’ll never be able to do;
How many things I’ll miss.  
Not too many things to look forward to.  
Nothing to hope for.   
Alone...
But God changes it all.  
Seeing the good shine so brightly in overwhelming darkness, 
You know when you’ve found the Love of God.  
It’s life changing and makes a world of a difference. 
It makes you understand what’s important in life, 
Disregard the vanities this world has/tries to offer, 
And cherish the gifts God gives, the Father of Heavenly lights,  
Being thankful in all things.  
For in being thankful,
There isn’t any room for sorrow. 

St. Martin of Tours Jail Ministry
 Have you ever heard someone scoff 
at "jailhouse conversion" or "finding 
Jesus in jail," as if it were a ruse or 
fraud perpetrated on authorities and 
law-abiding citizens to get them to trust 
or forgive wanton criminals whose only 
intention is to get out and get back to 
their lawbreaking? That's putting it 
in extreme terms, but you know the 
sentiment. It's been a plot element in 
movies and television shows, and we 
may even have seen something like it 
actually play out in the "real world."
 The "real world"...that's often how 
people who are in jail refer to life 
outside, despite being aware on a 
visceral level of the harsh reality of life 
in jail. Being in jail is real, but it's not 
a reality that anyone would choose. 

For the most part it is a reality born 
of mistakes made out of desperation, 
addiction or coercion. It is a reality that 
any one of us could be thrust into, as 
many of us know who have friends and 
family members who have at one time 
or another found themselves behind 
bars. It is a reality that is infused with 
violence, pain and hopelessness as 
desperation, addiction and coercion 
become intensified, concentrated. 
Evil flourishes in such a reality. Is it 
any wonder, then, that someone living 
in such a place would find refuge in 
God? Is it any wonder that people who 
discover God's light in the darkness of 
jail run toward it with all their might? 
And what one of us has not called to 
God in a time of need with conviction 

that fades as circumstances improve? 
 Let us not denounce "jailhouse 
conversion" but seek ways to help 
those who experience it to carry this 
zeal for God with them when they get 
back into the "real world." Let us pray 
for them, that the cloak of protection 
that God lends to people who seek 
him while they're behind bars will not 
be shed when they are released. 
Let us welcome them into the light of 
faith, into the light of Christ in the "real 
world." Let us encourage them to make 
that garment of grace not something 
that they put on and take off, but rather 
something that is an integral part of 
them. Let us pray that the light of Christ 
that surrounds them will pierce their 
very hearts...and ours.

There are some important ways that you can 
help the St. Martin of Tours Jail Ministry at 
Christ the King. Remember that we always 
need paperback books and magazines. Be 
content-conscious when donating.

+Pray+
+Donate+

+Visit+
Learn more about the amazing things 
happening at the Oklahoma County Jail and 
other prisons by speaking to one of Christ 
the King's volunteer chaplains: Deacon Jim 
Smith, Sally Riesenberg, Joe Cory, Julie 
Naifeh, Kelly Basey, Amy Sullivan or Kelly 
Fanning.
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Jonathan Benjamin Jones
(front center)

Ben Jones built two therapy gardens for Jim Thorp Rehabilitation. The garden was 
built so handicapped individuals could approach by wheelchair and, if standing, 
without having to bend over to plant and maintain a garden. The staff at Jim Thorp 
Rehabilitation report that patients enjoy the challenge and reward of planting a 
garden and watching it grow as their therapy progresses. 

Ben will attend the University of Oklahoma, majoring in biology with plans to 
attend medical school. 

Zach Lynn Alexander
(left)

Zachary Alexander’s Eagle project was to build a 4' high fence to beautify  and 
protect the East Sixth Street Church’s JFK community garden. The fence is 48" 
x 34' and has a decorative gate to allow children and parents easy access while 
keeping unwanted animals out. 

Zach will attend the University of Arkansas where he will study economics and 
business.

Dominic Joseph Perrault
(back center)

Dominic raised $1,700 for his Eagle project. He built storage cabinets for the 
KIDS CLUB after school program at Christ the King Catholic School. The cost for 
the project was $1,200. He donated $300 to St. Martin of Tours Jail Ministry to 
purchase two book carts for the Oklahoma County Jail Library. He donated the 
remaining $200 to Christ the King's Peru Mission for the school in Piura, Peru.

Dominic will attend Oklahoma State University, pursuing a business degree.  

Kevin Thomas Davis
(right)

Kevin Davis’s Eagle Project benefited the Metropolitan Better Living Center of 
Oklahoma City, a day care facility for handicapped adults and seniors. Kevin 
constructed and installed six large planter boxes for Center residents to plant 
and grow their own organic vegetables. The project was coordinated through the 
Regional Food Bank and Langston University. Kevin received an award from the 
Oklahoma State Board of Regents Business Partnership for his project. 

Kevin will attend the University of Washington and major in business management.

Christ the King's 2015 Troop 120 Eagle Scouts The Bodman family came to Oklahoma 
City from Dallas and became 
parishioners of Christ the King at the 
invitation of the Loeffelholtzes, their 
across-the-street neighbors, when 
Troy was 10 years old. He and Nick 
Loeffelholtz were Webelos together 
in Pack 120, where they received the 
Super Achiever Award for completing 
every activity badge. Troy's mother, 
Betty, credits the great leadership of 
Tom Ballas for Troy's firm foundation in 
Scouting. 
 "After crossing over, Troy had a 
wonderful year with Troop 120, but 
then our schedules and invitations 
from several of his good Scout friends 
who were moving ahead at their own 
rate of interest made a move to Troop 
331 appealing. We wouldn't dream of 
changing parishes. Christ the King is 
our home, and we love it here! Troop 
331 just seemed like a better fit for Troy 
at the time," explains Betty. Although 
Troy's father, Phil, did not achieve 
Scouting’s highest rank, Troy has three 
cousins who are Eagle Scouts. Phil 
serves as chaplain of Troop 331.
 Troy has a genial but slightly 
competitive nature, so he was "a little 
bummed out" to learn that he would 
not be the youngest Eagle Scout 
ever. There have been Eagle Scouts 
as young as 13. Still, at 15 years old 
(Troy's birthday was May 14), he has 
quite a list of accomplishments.  He is 
a black belt in Tae Kwon Do and has 
studied with Mr. Jackson at Summit 
Marshal Arts since he was 12. Troy 
loves drama (theater, not emotional 
hysterics!) and is active in the OKC 

Troy Bodman Achieves 
Eagle Scout
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Home School Theater Group. He's also 
played piano for about six years and is 
currently working on Bach's Toccata in 
D minor. For fun Troy gets up dark early 
most mornings to hit the CrossFit Box 
with mom for an hour or so.
 Troy is the youngest of eight 
siblings. Despite the fact that most of 
his siblings have left home (Chris, the 
eldest Bodman child, is almost 40), 
they are all still very close, so it's not 
surprising that Troy's favorite time 
of year is Christmas when everyone 
gets together. The presents are just a 
bonus.
 “I have a crazy family–loud! And 
I’m the perfect child, because they 
had time to work on the others." He 
continues with a twinkle in his eye, 
"Theresa is the perfect daughter, but I 
am the perfect child. Mom's had time 
to hone her craft.” Mom interjects with 
a laugh that Troy is working on “that 
humility thing.” 
 Though Troy has a bit of youthful 
(and facetious) bravado, he exudes a 
joyful servant's spirit. It is this heart for 
helping that opened Troy's eyes to a 
possible Eagle Scout project. He was 
eligible to begin working on an Eagle 
Scout project once he achieved the 

rank of Life Scout. However, he was 
elected Senior Patrol Leader, and the 
duties and responsibilities inherent 
in that position kept him occupied for 
about seven months. Once his term as 
SPL ended, he turned his attention to 
completing the next rank, Eagle Scout.                
 Troy and his mother often attend 
daily Mass at the Catholic Pastoral 
Center, where Troy had noticed that 
some of the priests walk around the 
property for exercises. It occurred to 
him that there were few places for them 
to sit outside and rest in the open air 
during their "constitutionals." Thus the 
seeds of what became his Eagle Scout 
project were planted.
 In October of 2014 Troy met with Mr. 
Tom Maxwell (Plant Manager for the 
Catholic Pastoral Center) to discuss 
the possibility of an Eagle Scout project 
there. Mr. Maxwell was the one who 
mentioned doing something near the 
survivor tree, which the Archdiocese 
received as a sapling in 2005 on the 
tenth anniversary of the Murrah Building 
bombing. Not long after that meeting 
Mr. Maxwell saw Troy and his mother at 
Mass and handed him a folder. In it was 
a piece of paper with a few lines of text 
on it. Mr. Maxwell had unearthed the file 

containing what Archbishop Beltran 
composed for a plaque in the event 
that one was ever erected for the 
survivor tree. Troy's project had come 
into focus. He would design, raise the 
funds, obtain materials and recruit 
manpower to build a brick walkway 
to the survivor tree, benches for the 
priests to sit on and arrange for the 
commemorative bronze plaque. The 
project was completed in time for the 
20th anniversary of the bombing.
 "I have had a lot of help with 
the project," Troy wants to be sure 
everyone knows. "Even though they 
aren’t Scouts, my friends Matthew and 
Christopher Duff and Joseph Allen came 
out at 9 am on Friday to help unload 
the delivery truck.  Unfortunately,  the 
truck was two hours late. We didn't 
know when the truck would actually 
show up, but they waited and helped 
do some digging and move the sod 
from the pathway area until it got there. 
Then they helped unload the truck." 
That evening after a hard day's work, 
Troy and his father put the benches 
together and stained them.  An even 
bigger crew, 20 Scouts from Troop 331 
and many adults came out to help with 
the walkway on Saturday morning.

CK parish members Matthew and Christopher Duff and 
Joe Allen lend a hand with the sod

Troop 331 Scouts and their dads help lay the brick 
walkway and place the benches

Betty, Troy and Phil Bodman at the work siteCompleted walkway and benches
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A team of five people from Christ the 
King traveled to Denver in April to 
attend the Amazing Parish Conference, 
a gathering of clergy, staff and lay 
leaders from Catholic parishes 
throughout the U.S. and Canada. The 
conference was intensive, and there 
was a lot of information to process. 
In fact, the team is still digesting the 
substantial amount of information and 
tools they were given.

 The purpose of the conference is 
"helping Catholic leaders build amazing 
parishes." Many of our parishioners will 
say "but Christ the King is an amazing 
parish," and it is in many respects. Unlike 
many Catholic parishes in the U.S., 
Christ the King's membership has not 

decreased, and we are able to pay our 
bills and provide many opportunities for 
spiritual growth and fellowship for our 
parishioners. We have a well-regarded 
school with a healthy student body and 
enough resources to staff and equip the 
school to provide a top-notch Catholic 
education. Our liturgies are marked by 
reverence and beautiful music, and we 
have a healthy community of small faith 
sharing groups. 
 Yes, Christ the King is blessed, 
and we are grateful. This gratitude is 
evident in the vibrancy or our parish 
and in our sharing with the broader 
community through the St. Lawrence 
Ministry, the Peru mission, our Habitat 
for Humanity work, Feeding the Hungry 
and many other ministries. So why go 
to an Amazing Parish Conference?
 Fr. Rick first heard about the 
Amazing Parish Conference from his 
mentor, Msgr. Gilles of Wisconsin, the 
same priest we have to thank for the 
introduction of St. Peregrine to our 
parish. The intention was to assess our 
parish and make sure that we are doing 
everything we can as a parish to fulfill 
the mission of Christ. We came away 
with a deeper understanding of what 
makes a parish "amazing" and some 
tools to help us move forward. 
 It turns out that Christ the King already 
has in place many of the elements of 
an amazing parish, but there are areas 
ripe for improvement and we need to be 
intentional in what we do, going about 

it with an awareness of how everything 
fits into the bigger picture. Even before 
going to the conference Fr. Rick and 
the staff had begun to see the need for 
change in the parish office, and what 
was learned at the conference affirmed 
the vision. Those of you who notice 
details may already have caught wind 
of the changes on the bulletin cover 
and the parish website.

Is Antonio exhausted from 
the conference, or is he 
discouraging anyone who might 
occupy the seat next to him? We 
may never know for sure.

Heavenly Father, 
You have gathered us 

together as a parish to be 
your visible life in our world. 
Here we unite in worship, 

proclaim your word, celebrate 
the Eucharist, and are sent 
forth to share your love and 
make disciples. Lord, we 

take your Great Commission 
seriously and long for our 
parish to be so on-fire that 

we draw people to you. 
Help us in that endeavor, as 
we strive to work together–
ordained, religious and laity. 

Please make our parish 
amazing, through your power 

and your grace.
Amen
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 Among the many things the staff 
learned was simply a reminder of what 
we all know, a reliance on prayer is the 
first essential trait of an amazing parish. 
There are seven traits of an amazing 
parish, according to the amazing parish 
team. First and foremost, as mentioned, 
is a reliance on prayer, then there should 
be in place a real leadership team and a 
clear vision and plan. These things are 
brought to bear on the remaining four 
traits of an amazing parish: the Sunday 
experience, compelling formation, small 
group discipleship and missionary zeal. 
We hope that everyone will pray with 
the staff for our parish. You will see the 
"Amazing Parish Prayer" on the bulletin 
cover from time to time, and we hope 
that you will pray for Christ the King 
parish whenever it comes to mind.

Aligning Name with Mission
It had become apparent that when 
people thought of the RE office they 
thought primarily about children's 
religious education and adult Bible 
studies. While it is true that these things 
(and a whole lot more) are coordinated 
in the RE office, it seems the broader 
purpose of the office had gotten lost in 
a somewhat limited perception. When 
someone commented that he didn't 
see how discipleship had to do with the 
RE office, this limited perception came 
into sharp focus for the staff. 
 Simply put, there is no other 
purpose for religious education 
than the formation of disciples, and 
evangelization is central to the identity 
of this body of disciples, the Church. 
To better reflect the mission of the RE 
office, it has been renamed the Office 
of Evangelization and Discipleship. 
Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ 
is not an event but a process. Our 
beautiful Catholic faith gives us the 
sacraments, which are sacred events 
to be sure. But participating in the 

sacramental life of the Church is not all 
there is to being a disciple. 
 The United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) tells 
us, "evangelizing means bringing 
the Good News of Jesus into every 
human situation and seeking to convert 
individuals and society by the divine 
power of the Gospel itself." The word 
"convert"  (like the words discipleship 
and evangelization) can be a little 
scary or off-putting for many Catholics. 
We so often identify them with a 
kind of anti-Catholic Protestantism 
or perhaps worse yet an aggressive 
and judgmental Catholicism. The 
truth is that these words are Catholic 
through-and-through. It is time for us 
to challenge ourselves. It is time for us 
to look into the depths of God's sacred 
scripture and into the depths of our 
hearts to learn who we truly are and 
what God is calling us to do. It is Jenni 
Butch's fervent desire to help each and 
every one of us to do just that through 
her work in the Office of Evangelization 
and Discipleship, but it's still okay to 
call her the DRE.

Pam Cullen Named Director of Parish Life
Another change in the parish office 
reflects a shift in our vision of service 
to parishioners toward a more unified 
approach. This shift begins with 
the creation of our Office of Parish 
Life. Pam Cullen has been named 
the Director of Parish Life, and our 
senior adults should rest assured that 
she will remain the head of senior 

adult ministries. In fact, Pam will be 
coordinating most of the activities, 
groups and events associated with 
parish life (many of which she already 
heads up) that do not fall under the 
umbrella of liturgical ministry (Fr. Rick 
and Edwin's bailiwick), Evangelization 
and Discipleship (Jenni's wheelhouse), 
the school or youth ministry (Antonio's 
area). Of course, there will continue to 
be a lot of collaboration among all of 
our offices. And many of our activities 
are parishioner driven with little or no 
"oversight" of the parish staff. Still, 
even in these instances you can always 
contact the Parish Life office, because 
though the parish office doesn't "micro-
manage," we seek to be connected 
and at service to all of our parishioners 
and their life and work in and for the 
parish. We are currently planning our 
next parish directory, which will include 
a comprehensive list of our ministries 
and groups and the appropriate contact 
person. 

Pam Cullen named 
Director of Parish Life

CK Amazing Parish Team While in Denver for the conference the team had dinner with three of our 
Okie seminarians studying at St. John Vianney Theological Seminary, 
Zak Boazman, Matt Thomason and John Paul Lewis



10

Betty and Ralph Arambula moved to 
Nichols Hills in 1962. They had lived 
nearby when Ralph was a student at 
OCU and liked the area. So when they 
found the house that Dr. 
Garvey had on the market, 
they bought it. Kathy 
Arambula was only two 
years old at the time.
 Though Kathy is the 
Wedding Coordinator at 
Christ the King, she has 
discovered that being 
Mother of the Bride trumps 
being Wedding Coordinator. 
But nothing trumps being the daughter 
of Ralph Arambula, so when his health 
took a dramatic turn for the worse and 
the family found themselves planning 

a funeral, planning her daughter Liz's 
wedding to Cody Woods was put on 
the back burner. "There were times, 
though, when thinking about a wedding 

celebration in the future 
was a welcome distraction," 
Kathy admits. Many of 
us have experienced the 
bittersweet truth that life 
goes on, and it is with 
wistful thoughts of how 
proud Ralph would be that 
the family moves ahead.
 Many of you know that 
Kathy Arambula is crazy 

about antiques, and you know the 
old saying, "The apple doesn't fall far 
from the tree." It is no surprise that Liz 
wanted a vintage wedding ring, and 
she knew just where to look, Antique 
Avenue on Western.
 The center stone of the engagement 
ring is a vintage London blue topaz 
(the stone for true love) and the band 
was originally an eternity ring. Antique 
Avenue owner and master jeweler 
Randy Parsons cut the eternity ring in 
half and made earrings. 
 Liz remembers spotting the earrings 
in the case. "When I saw them I fell 
in love! I had him turn one earring 
into the wedding band and the other 
earring into smaller matching earrings. 
They have a row of blue diamonds 
and white diamonds along the sides." 
She is an enthusiastic fan of Parsons, 
who she tells us has been a jeweler for 
over 40 years. "He's known for taking 

vintages rings and fancying them up or 
reworking them. He is a great designer 
and an amazing man to work with!"
 The rings are a perfect fit with the 
wedding colors, Tiffany blue and white, 
and the Winter Wonderland theme. "We 
plan to have lots of white flowers and 
crystals to look like snowflakes. The 
room will be lit with pale blue lighting 
to resemble a wintery night. MOB (this 
is how she now refers to her mother) 
of course saw huge crystal candelabra 
centerpieces she wanted, which is  not 
exactly the look Cody and I were going 
for, having in mind more of a wispy 
winter feel." But Tony Foss is doing 
the wedding flowers and advised Liz 
to make the Mother of the Bride happy. 
There will be a few of the dramatic 
centerpieces here and there. 
 Liz has drawn the line at the royal 
trumpet fanfare, but she may change 
her mind once she hears it first hand. 
She and Kathy are being sent by friends 
and Kathy's former classmates on a 
trip to London as the magazine goes to 
print. They're sure to come back with 
more great ideas for the wedding. 

Liz spots the earrings that will 
eventually become her wedding band

The ring fits! Liz and Cody with Randy Parsons, the jeweler who crafted 
their blue and white diamond wedding band now in its third incarnation

Wedding Plans for Liz and Cody 
Continue After Sad Delay

The prospect of handling the train 
of this dress has the Mother of the 
Bride reeling

It's not just the waistline that needs 
to fit. There is a budget to consider.
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David Driskil took time out of his early 
FOCUS missionary training to tell us a 
little bit about what led him to FOCUS.

My FOCUS involvement really started 
in January of this year. As my football 
career had ended I asked God in prayer 
for a new community, a new team if 
you will, to become part of. What I 
ultimately found was the community 
at St. Thomas More University Parish 
at the University of Oklahoma. There I 
developed a discipleship relationship 
with one of the FOCUS missionaries, 
Dorian Arellano. I began a Bible study 
with my teammates and absolutely 
loved it. Of all the memories I have 
in my time studying economics and 
playing football at OU the times in Bible 
study are my favorite ones. 
 My steps toward becoming a full time 
missionary rapidly occurred afterward, 
as I interviewed in late February and 
was offered a spot in March. Though 
it took me a month to decide, God 
revealed to me that this is where He 
is calling me to serve and how I am to 
fulfill the call we are all given: to go and 
make disciples. 
 My family has been a huge influence 
in my life and the decision to join 
FOCUS. My Dad was confirmed into 
the church before he passed away 
this past year, and I had the honor 
and privilege of being his confirmation 
sponsor. Knowing that he received the 
Eucharist and had prayed the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet before he passed are 
truly blessings that God provided. 
 My Mom has been inspirational 
as well. The quote that portrays her 
perfectly comes from St. Francis of 
Assisi when he says, “preach the 
gospel always and when necessary 
use words.” She is always living out 
the gospel and possesses incredible 
Christ-like fortitude. 
 My brother, John Driskill, also is a 
servant of the Lord in his own unique 
way. He has had an impact on my 
FOCUS involvement in that he has 
taught me what true humility looks like. 
He is constantly rooting for me and 
offering his guidance. 
 Another person who I consider family 

is my best friend Alex Hilton, who is 
going to seminary this year. Without 
him I do not know where my faith 
would be. With us it is truly the case 
that as iron sharpens iron so one man 
sharpens another. He is a man of God 
that is constantly a role model for what 
it means to strive for holiness. He has 
an amazing heart that is on fire for the 
Lord. 
 It is these people and so many others 
that have ultimately led me from the kid 
who use to sneak out of Mass early for 
doughnuts to the now full-time FOCUS 
Varsity Catholic Missionary. I could not 
be more blessed in the people and 
community God has surrounded me 
with. 
 My motivation to become a FOCUS 
missionary is something that God has 
truly been responsible for. I actually had 
no intention of becoming a missionary. 
In fact at one point I had the application 
open on my laptop and thought to 
myself, “Okay Lord, whatever you ask 
of me,” and then said, “Yeah right,” 
and closed the computer. But God has 
worked in my heart, chipping away 
at the things that displease Him and 
placing in it a deeper trust in Him. 
 I gave a TED Talk at TEDxOU back 
in January about how a lot of student 
athletes are unprepared for life after 
college, and God blatantly revealed to 
me that I was only talking to myself. I 
was nowhere near where I needed to 
be in all facets of my life, especially 
spiritually. 
 Eventually, I would love to try and 
coach and I want to be the type of 
coach that develops players spiritually 
just as much as physically. I possess a 
truly deep love for each and every one 
of my teammates, and I want them to 
be able to follow the guidance of our 
Father in heaven, the greatest coach 
of all, who can truly lead them toward 
eternal life. 
 By the grace of God my prayer life 
has grown exponentially in the past six 
months. I have a holy hour every day 
and get to go to daily Mass as well. 
The biggest part of this growth in my 
prayer life is the Rosary. I have a strong 
devotion to Mary, and through her I 

have gotten to know her Son better. My 
favorite Saints are Saint Faustina, Saint 
Pope John Paul II, Saint Christopher, 
Saint Francis of Assisi, and Saint 
Sebastian, just to name a few. My 
favorite thing about the Saints is that 
they choose us and relentlessly pursue 
us.
 I am writing this from training and I 
certainly could use your prayers! I am 
a weak person upon whom God has 
graciously bestowed such a wonderful 
opportunity. Please pray for my energy, 
patience, and wisdom. Everyday I am 
learning something new and amazing 
and brilliant about our faith. Pray that I 
may take what I learn here and spread 
it as Christ calls me to. I know I’ll miss 
the people at home, especially my 
Mom. However, through Christ and the 
Eucharist we are all united. We are all 
in our own unique way brought together 
on this mission.

To watch David's TEDxOU Talk, scan 
the QR Code with your smart phone.

David Driskil accepted as 
FOCUS Missionary

Fr. Rick gives David Driskill a special 
blessing as he departs for training
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The recent CK School Street Party was a great success with crowds 
of parishioners and friends enjoying the relatively dry weather, balmy 
temperatures and the trifecta that makes any event a winner–food, fun 
and fellowship. Fr. Rick was surprised and delighted to see that David 
Chansolme sent his drone up to monitor the fun level and crowd safety. 
The fun police and first aid deputies were standing by to make sure 
that everyone was enjoying the day. Fortunately, the party authorities 
didn't have to be called in, as a good time was had by all.

I Spy a Good Time!
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Thank you for voting Christ the King 
into the Top 5 for the 2015 Oklahoman 
Reader's Choice Awards! Our 
nomination came from a count of write-
in votes by readers and viewers of The 
Oklahoman from a ballot published in 
May. 
 Online voting for the Reader's Choice 
Awards is from 12:01am, Sunday, June 
14 until 11:59pm, Tuesday, June 23. Of 
course you can find the paper ballot in 
the newspaper. For those of you who 
don't take the paper but would prefer to 
vote by mail, we will have extra ballot 
sections available at the Welcome 
Desk and in the parish office. 
 We are in illustrious company in the 
category of Best Church. The other 
nominees are Crossings Community 
Church, LifeChurch.tv, St. Eugene's 
and Westminster Presbyterian. We 
hope that all of you will vote for your 
home parish in this year's Readers' 
Choice Awards. To vote, visit:

Thank You So Much!

http://www.oklahoman.com/readerschoice

Helping keep 
'em covered!

The annual Help Another Mother 
Diaper Drive benefiting Infant Crisis 
Services was a great success. Thank 
you to everyone who donated! We 
collected enough diapers for

1865
diaper changes!

If you and your love are engaged or 
considering marriage, come to the next 
Marriage Preparation Retreat, Aug. 
14-16, 2015. The retreat begins on 
Friday evening, and takes place all day 
Saturday and Sunday.
 Led by Toby and Deacon Rick 
Boothe, you will learn what makes for 
a good marriage and gain the tools to 
ensure that your union remains strong 
and vibrant. Learn more and register at 
www.ckokc.org/matrimony or call Toby 
at (405) 524-9618.

Aug. 14-16, 2015

Epic: a Journey through Church 
History has been called a "masterful 
and sweeping series" on the history 
of the Catholic Church. Christ the 
King is pleased to present Epic on 
Wednesdays for ten weeks, beginning 
June 17. Meetings will take place 
at 1pm in the Fireplace Room. Cost 
is $25 for materials. If you have 
questions, contact Jenni in the Office of 
Evangelization and Discipleship (843-
4766 or jenni@ckokc.org).

Christ the King has a 
new way to RSVP!
If you wish to RSVP for any event at 
Christ the King, you may do so by 
leaving a voice mail on our dedicated 
RSVP line: (405) 242-4595 (be sure to 
mention the event you plan to attend 
and leave a return phone number) 
or by emailing rsvp@ckokc.org (put 
the name of the event in the subject 
line). 

Mark Your 
Calendars!

Christ the King is fortunate to have 
secured Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio 
for our 2016 Parish Lenten Mission. 
Dr. D'Ambrosio is a NY Times best-
selling author and a world renowned 
commentator on Catholic issues. 
You may have seen his TV series 
on the Early Church Fathers on 
EWTN. He will be with us for three 
nights speaking on:

March 7–"Why Be Catholic"

March 8–"Getting More out of 
the Mass"

March 9–"What's New about 
the New Evangelization"
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Many people operate under the 
assumption that the non-profit 
Oklahoma Catholic Broadcast Network 
(OCBN) is supported financially by the 
Archdiocese, but that isn't the case. 
While it provides support in the form 
of encouragement, none of OCBN's 
funding comes from the Archdiocese at 
this point. "We are thrilled that Catholic 
Charities has included OCBN in their 
new building, though, which we hope 
to occupy in 2016," says Sally Crowe-
Nash of the OCBN Board of Directors.
 OCBN started out by relying on 
parish collections for funding. But they 
found that most donations were one-
time contributions rather than the kind 
of sustained pledges that will enable 
ongoing operation, and they couldn't 
keep going back to the parishes to take 
up special collections.
 OCBN conducts two Radiothons 
each year as the major source of their 
funding. The Radiothon 
is a good vehicle to allow 
listeners to make, renew 
and increase their pledges 
of continuing support and to 
make one-time gifts, as well. 
The May 2015 Radiothon 
was OCBN's most successful 
to-date, bringing 13 new 
Apostles (individuals who 
make a donation of $1,000 
or more) into the Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio fold. Though 
this success is heartening, 
as it indicates that listeners 
are increasing in number 

and in their appreciation of Catholic 
Radio, it is not yet enough to establish 
OCBN on firm financial footing.
 "Support doesn't keep up with 
interest, and we are perpetually 
behind," says Crowe Nash. "On top of 
licensing and fees we have the monthly 
expense of renting tower space from 
KKNG 97.3. There's no paid staff to 
speak of, but we still need between 
$300,000-$400,000 to operate across 
the State of Oklahoma. We're just not 
there yet."
 OCBN recently brought "Shroud 

Encounter" to the Oklahoma City area. 
Crowe Nash continues, "We wanted 
to do something different. Shroud 
Encounter was a fundraiser, but we 
wanted to do something to benefit our 
listeners and the broader community 
beyond providing great Catholic radio 
programming as a sort of 'Thank you.'" 
The Shroud Encounter is a presentation 
on the mysterious Shroud of Turin, 
featuring a life-sized replica.
 Kathryn Fanning of Our Lady's 
parish attended Shroud Encounter 
and became a OCBN contributor. "I 
always assumed that the Shroud of 
Turin was the imprint of Jesus, but 
the Shroud Encounter confirmed it. 
The presentation was exceptionally 
detailed, convincing in every way. I 
have never enjoyed a presentation as 
much, and I wanted to thank Oklahoma 
Catholic Radio for bringing it to us," she 
said.

 The Shroud Encounter was 
good for community awareness 
and moderately successful, as 
fundraisers go, netting about 
$2,000. For more information 
about the Oklahoma Catholic 
Broadcasting Network, go to 
www.okcatholicbroadcasting.
com. To help fund Catholic Radio 
in Oklahoma, click on “Donations” 
or mail your check to: Oklahoma 
Catholic Broadcasting Network, 
P.O. Box 721041, Norman, OK 
73070. And be sure to tune in to 
97.3 FM.Fred Pope, Larry Sousa and Jeff Finnell of 

Oklahoma Catholic Radio (photo Mike Miller, Tyler Media)

Shroud Encounter boosts awareness & appreciation of 
Oklahoma Catholic Radio

97.3 FM

Funding Catholic Radio in Oklahoma
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The Pastor's Roundtable
LEGACY LEVEL ($20,000+)

Christ the King School P.T.O.

JUBILEE LEVEL ($10,000-$19,999)
Anonymous

EXCALIBUR LEVEL ($5,000-$9,999)
Justin O’Connor (‘72)      Richard Tuohy (‘65)

SWORD AND SHIELD LEVEL ($1,000-$4,999)
Anonymous (2)

Jerry and Carleen Burger
Jim and Vicki Connelly

David (‘58) and Cathey Cooper
Chuck and Anne Covington
Eric and Bronwyn Dedeke

Jeremy and Katherine Dunnington
Tim and Tyler Haley

David and Shannon Hill
Ronald and Dana Brou ('81) Hill

Dean and Mari Imel
(in memory of Amy Smith '95)

Phil Lowry
Tom and Teresa Streck (‘68) Luetkemeyer

Joan Sampson Maguire ('53)
John Markland

Chad and Amy McDougall
K.T. and Marilyn Meade
Jim and Joanie Merrill
Leo and Kay Morrison
Rick and Lisa Mullins

Rick ('76) and Julie Naifeh
John and Pat O’Connor

Robert and Ashley Perry
Puritan Oil and Gas Corporation

Carl and Holly Raczkowski
Bill and Lil Ross

Kurt and Mary Schrantz
Bill and Jean Smith

Rev. Richard Stansberry
Carl and Paula Stover

Diane Cooper Timmerman ('66)
William Tunell

Jeremy and Laura Imel ('91) Webb
Brett and Barbara Willis

CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC SCHOOL 2014-2015 ANNUAL FUND COMMITMENT FORM
I would like to make a commitment to the Annual Fund in the amount of ________________________
Title _________ Name _____________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ________ Zip __________
Email _________________________________ Phone ____________________

_____ Include me on your list of donors
_____ Please list as "Anonymous"
I would like my donation to go toward:

_____ Endowment  _____ Technology

_____ Scholarships  _____ No PreferencePlease check all that apply
_____ Current Parent _____ Parishioner
_____ Former Parent _____ Faculty/Staff
_____ Grandparent _____ Friend
_____ Alumni _____ Other _____________
If CK Alumni,  Graduation Year ___________________

_____ Full Payment Enclosed
_____ 2 Installments (December, May)
_____ 3 Installments (December, March, May)
Please make your check payable to Christ the King School and 
return it to Christ the King School, Attn: Mary Schrantz, 1905 
Elmhurst Ave., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120

If you prefer to make a gift by Visa or MasterCard, please complete the following information and return it to Christ the King 
School, Attn: Mary Schrantz, 1905 Elmhurst Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73210

Type of Card __________ Name of Cardholder ______________________________________________________________
Account Number _________________________________________________ Exp. Date ________ Security Code ________
You may also donate online at https://54310.thankyou4caring.org

The Pastor's Roundtable was established to honor our lead investors who are committed to the future of Christ the King School. 
Membership is open to all individuals, companies and foundations who make a gift of $1,000 or more to the Annual Fund during 
the fiscal year. Members will be invited to a reception in recognition of their leadership generosity.

The Pastor's Roundtable
_____ Legacy Level-$20,000 and up
_____ Jubilee Level-$10,000 and up
_____ Excalibur Level-$5,000 and up
_____ Sword and Shield-$1,000 and up

The Knight's Circle
_____ Maroon and Gold Society-$500-$999
_____ Associates Level-$250-$499
_____ School Spirit Level-$100-$249
_____ Friends Level-Gifts up to $99

Many employers will match 
donations to schools. Please as 
your employer about "Matching 
Gift" opportunities.
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The Knights' Circle
MAROON AND GOLD SOCIETY ($500-$999)

Randy and Susan Ulmer ('63) Brewer
Jason Currie

Domenic and Nicole Dell’Osso
Nick and Sheila Dell’Osso

Daniel and Lacey Goodwin
Scott and Marian Jeter

Ryan and Carrie Leonard
Dennis and Mary Levra

Patrick Muller
Stewart Information Services Corporation 

Board of Directors (in memory of Robert Apel)
Louise Thompson

ASSOCIATES LEVEL ($250-$499)
Anonymous (2)

Justin and Kerri Beasley
Dan and Emily Buckelew

Chip and Lori Carter
Elliot and Arlene Chambers

David Dank
Robert and Susan Dolan

Julia Durrell (in memory of Robert Apel)
Paul and Michelin DeLier ('57) Hobbs

Frank (‘83) and Meg Ille
(in memory of Bernie Ille)

Matthew and Lindsey Love
Joe and Heather Mossauer
Jim and Susan Nicholson

Kim and Joe O'Connor
Michael and Anne Nicholson (‘88) O’Shea

Jennifer Pham
Melanie Milam Roth (‘72)

Anthony and Veronique Sebastian

Meg ('08), Kate ('11) and Beth ('13) Sine
Kent and Jerriann Smith

Richie and Jill Splitt
Jo Stasnberry

Matt and Judy VonFeldt (‘78) Taylor
Frank and Carole Thompson

Dick and Linda Wegener
(in honor of Katie Tooley)

Leigh Wegener-Henderson
(in honor of Katie Tooley)

SCHOOL SPIRIT LEVEL ($100-$249)
Anonymous (7)

David and Susan Abeln
ADFITECH (in memory of Robert Apel)

Julie Affolder
Ancel and Linda Airington

Robert and Suzie Apel
Bradley Basey (‘15)

Jim (‘66) and Diane Lukeman (‘69) Behring
Sally Bentley

Martin and Florene Berend
Joan Boxley-White

Ronald Bradley
Tom and JoAnn Brown

Tom and Stephanie Buckley
Blake and Alexandria Williams '01 Caldwell

David and Beverly Carter
Judy Chaffin

Carolyn Berney Chancellor (‘72)
Sid and Lynn Clarke

William and Anne Collins
Andy Connelly '00

Morgan (‘02) and Hannah Connelly
Larry and Sonja Cornelius

Richard Coyle
Chuck Davis (‘83)

Larry and Elizabeth Semtner '64 Edwards
Jessie Emerson

James and Alyssa Farrell 
(in memory of Tom Carter and

 in honor of Karen Carter)
Betty K. Fletcher

Roy (‘87) and Suzanna Fletcher
Sean and Erin Flinn

Joan Mach Frates (‘57)
Randy Fudge (‘67) 

(in honor of JoAnn Petuskey)
Fred and Sharon Gauthier
Pat and Deborah Gavula
Jerome and Louise Haag
Carl and Eileen Hearne 
(in memory of Robert Apel)

Irene Hernandez
John and Jacqueline Hobbs
Blair and Joanie Holmboe

Ron and Linda James
(in memory of Robert Apel)

Cooper and Kathryn Johnson

John Killea/Stewart Legal Services 
(in memory of Robert Apel)

Dona Kippenberger
Bob and Jodie Lukeman

David and Tracy McKenna
Nora Rapp Medley (‘67)

Ryan (‘91) and Shannon Medley
Bill and Shirley Miller

Mark and Renee Miller
Ben (‘83) and Kiersten Nicholson

J.P. and Jeannie O’Brien
Frank Olney (in memory of Robert Apel)

William and Mary Price
Marcelo and Whitney Puiggari

Jerry and Carol Rakosky
Stephen and Sue Reel

Betty Rodgers (in memory of Robert Apel)
Janet Rosell

Charles and Diane Sexauer
Brian (‘00) and Lesley Smith
Bryan and Jeanette Stanton

Rodney Turner
Jean Whitmarsh

Bolie and Barbara Williams

FRIENDS LEVEL ($1-$99)
Anonymous 

Michael and Lori Alspaugh
Zonia Armstrong

Dale and Flo Campbell
Teresa Boyer Carter ('72)

Steven and Priscilla Chastain 
(in memory of Robert Apel)

Jayne Clarke
Phyllis Cohlmia

Brad Davey ('88)
Kelly Fanning

Phil and Lori Fitzgerald
Olin and Kathryn Gilbert

Danny and Brooke Henderson
Dan Hester and Saron McColl (in memory of Robert Apel)

Rob and Carol Hewitt
Karley Hofer

Virginia Loeffelholz
Keith and Debbie Long (in memory of Robert Apel)

Joan Ottis
Michael Parks
Christy Pham

Robert and Amber Purser
Christina Ramsey

Adam and Lauren Schappaugh
Bill and Ruth Strange (in memory of Robert Apel)

Dax and Carrie Strickland
Elizabeth Wiewel

Dan Wilson

Thank you to our faithful and generous donors. Your gift to the Annual Fund ensures that Christ the King 
School will continue to provide the highest quality Catholic education available. May God bless you.
It is not too late to give to the 2014-15 Annual Fund. Consider making a gift in honor or remembrance of 
your favorite CK teacher, a spouse or loved one or in celebration of a significant life event by June 30, 2015.
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By Carla Hinton, Religion Editor
The Oklahoman

It could be the Internet's exponential 
reach, today's fast-paced world, 
American prosperity or a generational 
shift in religious affiliation.
 Perhaps it's the dozens of options 
like social media that people may 
choose from when determining how to 
spend their time and how they connect 
with others.
 Whatever the possible reasons, 
Christianity declined in America while 
the religiously unaffiliated rose sharply 
in the same seven-year span, according 
to the findings of an extensive 2014 
U.S. Religious Landscape Study 
released [May 12th] by the Washington, 
D.C.-based Pew Research Center.
 The new survey of more than 35,000 
Americans found that the percentage 
of adults who describe themselves 
as Christians has dropped by nearly 
8 percentage points in just seven 
years, from 78.4 percent in [the] 2007 
Pew Research survey to 70.6 percent 
in 2014. During the same period, 
the percentage of Americans who 
are religiously unaffiliated – those 
who describe themselves as atheist, 
agnostic or "nothing in particular" – 
jumped more than 6 percentage points, 

from 16.1 percent to 22.8 percent. The 
share of Americans who identify with 
non-Christian faiths also increased, 
according to the new survey, rising 1.2 
percentage points, from 4.7 percent in 
2007 to 5.9 percent in 2014.

State is on trend
 The study's findings for Oklahoma 
were in keeping with this national trend, 
though the state is often described as 
the "Buckle of the Bible Belt."
 Tuesday, both Oklahoma Christians 
and atheists said they weren't shocked 
by the Pew report.
 "We do see a trend right now of what 
I would say is a general apathy towards 
the things of God," said the Rev. Doug 
Melton, senior pastor of Southern Hills 
Baptist Church in south Oklahoma City.
 He said Americans generally do 
not see their need for God in times 
of relative prosperity so he wasn't 
surprised by the Pew report's findings.
 "That study ought to serve as a 
wake-up call to us that there's a need 
for us to share the Gospel," Melton 
said.
 The Rev. William Tabbernee, 
executive director of the Oklahoma 
Council of Churches, said people who 
participated in the 2014 survey probably 
felt comfortable being more honest 

about self-identifying as religiously 
unaffiliated.
 He said younger adults, particularly 
millennials, do not have the types of 
social pressures that people of previous 
generations had to become associated 
with a religious group. Tabbernee 
noted that this doesn't mean that the 
religiously unaffiliated are not people 
of faith, just that their link to particular 
forms of organized religion such as 
churches is tenuous.
 The Rev. Bob Long, senior pastor 
of St. Luke's United Methodist Church, 
said the new study highlights the 
Christian Church's challenge as well as 
opportunity.
 "The needs of people have not 
changed and neither has the relevance 
of the (Christian) message," Long said 
Tuesday.
 "The Church is being challenged to 
find new and effective ways to share 
God's love and bring hope to the world."
 Meanwhile, Kate Fulghum, president 
of Oklahoma Atheists, said the study's 
findings appear to show what she calls 
the "progressing forward" of America.
 She said she was especially 
pleased with the study's finding 
that the religiously unaffiliated are 
comparatively young – and getting 
younger, on average, while many 

Oklahomans express little surprise by decline in Christian population
'We do see a trend right now of...a general apathy towards the things of God'
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American religious groups are aging.
 "I like to see less indoctrination and 
more free thinking," she said.

Dropping stats
According to the study, the median age 
of religiously unaffiliated adults has 
dropped to 36, down from 38 in 2007, 
and far lower than the general adult 
population's median age of 46. By 
contrast, the median age of mainline 
Protestant adults in the survey released 
Tuesday is 52 (up from 50 in 2007), 
and the median age of Catholic adults 
is 49 (up from 45 in 2007).
 Fulghum said she attributes this to 
the proliferation of the Internet which 
has given young people a different 
avenue in which to explore the world 
and more exposure to viewpoints 
different from those of their parents and 
church groups.
 "When I was 17 and 18, the Internet 
was in its infancy. I remember growing 
up and being told that all of the answers 
to my problems could be found in the 
Bible," she said. "Today, they don't 
have to rely on an ancient book to solve 
their modern problems."
 Fulghum said she grew up going 
to an independent fundamentalist 
Baptist church. She said she also was 
interested but not surprised by the Pew 
report's finding that switching religion is 
a common occurrence for many people 
and that many people leave a faith 
tradition for the so-called "nones" or 
religiously unaffiliated group.
 "Most 'nones' were raised in a 
religion," she said. "They leave mainly 
because certain denominations of 
religion just end up driving people 
away."

Retelling the story
 Long said with the aging and death 
of the "greatest generation" (generally 
people who grew up during the Great 
Depression and World War II) which was 
overwhelmingly Christian, churches 
find themselves competing with things 
like children's sports activities for 
people's time and attention these days. 
Also, he said, America has become a 
more mobile society and a more urban 
society, where once the church was the 
center of life in rural communities.
 The Rev. Byron Coleman, senior 
pastor of Fifth Street Baptist Church, 
said today's society is more fast-paced 

and people have more options such as 
social media as to how they spend their 
time.
 "Many people have chosen to let 
that be the new outreach," Coleman 
said.
 The Rev. Rick Stansberry, pastor 
of Christ the King Catholic Church in 
Nichols Hills, said the values of secular 
culture appear to be more important to 
people than religious values.
 "A lot of times people see religion 
as kind of a bunch of 'you can't do this' 
and 'you shouldn't do that,' where the 
culture is saying nobody should tell 
anybody what to do and you ought to 
be able to do not everything, but most 
things, that you want to do," he said.
 Stansberry said churches 
should concentrate on establishing 
relationships with people and 
introducing them to Christ.
 "We can't be comfortable where 
we are. We have to figure out ways to 
present religion to people in a way that 
is not threatening but on the other hand 
exposes them to the beauty and love of 
Jesus Christ," he said. "We don't need 
to slam them with dogma the first crack 
out of the bat. Pope Francis has said 
that you don't hit people with dogma 
right off the bat. You have to get them 
to know Jesus first."
 Long and the Rev. Joseph Alsay, 
rector of St. Augustine of Canterbury 
Episcopal Church, said the Christian 
Church should see the changing 
religious landscape as a new 
opportunity.
 "I see a different opportunity for us to 
retell our story in a winsome manner," 
Alsay said. "We've got to rethink things 

now." And like Tabbernee, he said it's 
important to note that not all religiously 
unaffiliated are rejecting God.
 "Just because people are not 
affiliated doesn't mean that they're 
not searching for something," Alsay 
said. "It could be that some people are 
saying they admire Jesus, but not the 
Church."
 Long said the Church has an 
opportunity to renew itself and 
remember its calling.
 "The message has not changed 
and still relates to the deepest needs 
of people. But like any institution, 
as it ages, it is easy to forget one's 
fundamental purpose and focus on the 
survival of the institution," he said.
 "Many mainline churches out of 
a love for Christ and people have 
become so focused on political and 
social issues that they have forgotten 
their mission. Our purpose is to share 
God's love and speak to the deepest 
needs and hurts of people. There are 
many churches that are alive and 
growing. They are actively reaching out 
to the people in their communities and 
being innovative in the way they use 
technology and provide meaningful 
worship and programs."
 Tuesday's report was based [on] a 
nationally representative telephone 
survey of 35,071 adults interviewed 
on both cellphones and landlines from 
June 4 to Sept. 30, 2014. Findings 
based on the full sample have a margin 
of sampling error of plus or minus 0.6 of 
a percentage point. 

Copyright 2015
Reprinted with permission
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Washington D.C., May 30, 2015 / 
06:01 am (CNA/EWTN News) - Award-
winning American author and devout 
Roman Catholic Flannery O’Connor 
will appear on a new postage stamp 
this summer, the U.S. postal service 
announced last week. The stamp is 
decorated with peacock feathers, a 
tribute to the family peacock farm in 
Georgia where O’Connor did much of 
her writing.
 Famous for her Southern Gothic 
fiction style, O’Connor’s best-known 
works include her first novel, "Wise 
Blood," and many short stories such 
as “A Good Man is Hard to Find.” A 
collection of her works, "The Complete 
Stories of Flannery O'Connor," won 
the 1972 National Book Award for 
fiction and was named the Best of the 
National Book Awards, 1950-2008 by a 
public vote.
 The author was born in 1925, the 
only child to devout Roman Catholic 
parents living in the heart of the 
Protestant “Bible Belt” in Savannah, 
Georgia. O’Connor went to school at 
Georgia State College for Women, 
then to the Iowa Writers Workshop, 
and finally to New York to study and 
work on her writing. However, at the 
age of 25, a diagnosis of lupus forced 
O’Connor to return home to her family’s 
farm in Andalusia, Georgia, where she 
lived out her days caring for animals, 
going to church, and writing.
 Her inclusion on U.S. postage 
stamps is a triumph for both American 
authors and American Catholics, said 

Ralph Wood, professor of literature 
and theology at Baylor University and 
author of the 2005 book 
 “Flannery O'Connor and the Christ-
Haunted South.”  “More than 50 years 
after her early death in 1964 (at age 
39), her fiction continues to command 
worldwide attention, and so the USPS 
rightly adds her to its roll-call of writers 
who have been thus honored,” Wood 
told CNA in an e-mail interview.“Yet it 
would be tempting on such a public 
occasion to ignore the religious nature 
of Flannery O’Connor’s achievement,” 
Wood added. But this can hardly be 
done. 
 O’Connor never kept her faith a 
secret, and despite her frail health 
would travel to speak about faith and 
literature. The recent release of her 
college prayer journal, which she 
kept while attending the Iowa Writer’s 
Workshop in her early 20s, provides 
even more evidence that the author’s 
deep interior life and relationship with 
God drove her passion for writing.
 “Dear God please help me to be an 
artist, please let it lead to You," she 
wrote. In those years O'Connor came 
to recognize her own significant talent, 
but also came to worry that her powerful 
desire for literary success–a success 
that seemed to be within her reach–
might threaten her relationship with 
God,” said Professor John Grammar, 
director of the Sewanee School of 
Letters.
 “How to harmonize her desire to 
write well with her desire to love God 

completely? Writing had to become an 
avenue to God, not an end in itself,” he 
added. 
 Throughout the journal, O’Connor 
increasingly writes about seeing her 
talent as a vocation, rather than a 
career path to success. What further 
makes O’Connor stand out from other 
writers, and particularly other writers of 
faith, is her willingness to write about 
the dark and grotesque: her constant 
use of unsavory characters and horrific 
plots is almost unheard of in other 
Christian writings.
 “The distinctive thing about 
O’Connor as a Christian artist is that 
she has little interest in making us feel 
good,” Grammar said. “In her work 
the love of God is always present, 
but far from being comforting, it is 
guaranteed to disrupt comfort and 
shake up complacent certainties, in her 
characters and her readers.”
 Indeed, O’Connor herself said she 
was uninterested in making people feel 
comfortable and happy, as Brad Gooch 
explains in his biography "Flannery: A 
Life of Flannery O'Connor."
 "O'Connor said that modern writers 
must often tell 'perverse' stories to 
'shock' a morally blind world. 'It requires 
considerable courage,' she concluded, 
'not to turn away from the story-teller,'" 
he wrote.
 American Catholics can learn 
something from O’Connor, whose 
relevance continues today despite her 
unwillingness to compromise or water 
down her beliefs in her work.
 “Beset with its own failings, the 
Church is also besieged with demands 
for accommodation of its basic doctrines 
and practices to the secular spirit of the 
age,” Wood said.“Flannery O’Connor 
rejected all such compromises. Her 
fiction endures because it provides 
a living artistic alternative to the twin 
evils of modernity: the omni-competent 
nation-state and the all-pervasive 
Culture of Death. Whatever the motives 
prompting it, this commemorative stamp 
contains the image of the nation’s most 
redemptive writer: Flannery O’Connor.” 
The Flannery O'Connor stamp is a 
"forever" stamp for 3-ounce packages 
and will be available June 5. 

Renowned author, uncompromisingly Catholic: 
Flannery O'Connor chosen for new postage stamp
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By Emily Buckelew

The Coletta Building, the future home 
to Mercy Hospital Oklahoma City’s 
Breast and Cancer Centers, is set to 
open in Spring of 2016. Mercy Hospital 
has always been a leader in Catholic 
health care, in part, because of people 
like Sister Mary Coletta Massoth.
 She was born in 1919, in Piqua, 
Kansas. The family were devout 
Catholics and farmers.  She was the 
middle of four children. Her sister 
Loretta became Sister Mary Leonilla 
of the Sisters of Mercy, and her 
younger brother joined the Benedictine 
Order and became a priest.  Florence 
Johanna Massoth joined the Sisters 
of Mercy when she was twenty and 
adopted the name “Coletta” in tribute to 
a cherished cousin.
 After graduating from nursing school 
in 1950, Sister Mary’s first assignment 
was the night shift at Mercy Hospital–
Oklahoma City General, located at NW 
12th and Walker.  Within six months 
she was promoted to director of the 
School of Nursing.  In 1955 she was 
sent to Catholic University of America, 
in Washington, D.C., and earned 
her master’s degree in nursing with 
emphasis on administration.
 When she returned to Oklahoma 
City, she was made director of nursing 

services at Mercy. In 1966 she was 
given responsibility for overseeing 
construction of a new Mercy Health 
Center on Memorial Road. It opened in 
1974, and she served as administrator 
of the facility until 1978.  Sister Mary 
Coletta Massoth died January 13, 
1983, but her legacy lives on.
 The Coletta Building will be the 
new home to Mercy’s Women’s 
Center. The Breast Center will include 
3-D mammography, breast-MRI, 
ultrasound, bone density, stereotactic 
breast biopsy, breast nurse navigators, 
published breast research and genetic 
testing. All of this will happen under one 
roof and make a patient’s diagnostic 
work up and treatment as convenient 
as possible.
 The Cancer Center will be home 
to all nine of Mercy’s Oklahoma City 
oncologists, two full-time radiation 
oncologists, and a newly redesigned 
infusion center that emphasizes patient 
comfort. A roof-top terrace will be 
available for those patients wanting 
fresh air. It will provide clinic space for 
Mercy’s three breast surgeons and a 
surgical oncologist. There will also be 
a boutique featuring speciality items 
for those facing cancer and a retail 
pharmacy.
 The Coletta Building will be the 
new home of the Cancer Resource 

Center which is currently located in the 
McAuley building. It will provide:

•Genetic counseling

•Psycho-social services by a 
licensed clinical social worker

•Expressive art therapies

•Nutritional counseling by 
registered dietitian

•Care-giver and patient support 
groups

•Massage therapy

•On-site Lymphedema Therapy

•Multi-disciplinary breast and 
lung conferences

The Coletta building will be a place 
many, many people will come. Some 
people will come only for screening 
and wellness programs, others to be 
treated for cancer, while some will 
come to support those they love. But 
for all those who come inside, Sister 
Mary Coletta’s legacy of helping and 
caring for others will be present.

Sister Coletta’s Lasting Legacy

Emily Buckelew has been a parishioner at Christ the 
King since 2001. She is married to Dan and the moth-
er of Ellie, Joseph, Abigail and Bridget Buckelew. Em-
ily is the Senior Business Development Specialist for 
Oncology Services at Mercy Hospital.
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Pope Francis is coming to America for the first time in September. Catholic Extension has initiated the #FlatFrancis campaign 
for all who can't be there but want to welcome the pontiff to the U.S. "Since Catholic Extension has been supporting the 
Catholic Church in America for 110 years, we want you to help us show him the face of American Catholicism." Take a photo 
with this cutout of Pope Francis and submit it to Catholic Extension via Facebook or post it on Twitter/Instagram with the 
hashtag #FlatFrancis (be sure to tag @ctkokc). Send your images to kelly@ckokc.org or text them to 405-248-0157, and 
we'll include them on our website and social media feeds. We'll even submit them to Catholic Extension for you, if you don't 
use social media. Let's give Pope Francis a warm welcome from Christ the King parish! Learn more about the #FlatFrancis 
campaign at http://www.catholicextension.org.

HELP US WELCOME POPE FRANCIS TO AMERICA!
SHOW POPE FRANCIS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN AMERICA!
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